
                

Q. What is the Swansea Water 
Project?
A.  The Swansea Water Project is an 
$8.5 million project resulting from an 
agreement between the State Govern-
ment of Tasmania, Glamorgan Spring 
Bay Council and Hobart Water to 
provide Swansea with high quality, po-
table drinking water in the summer of 
2009/10.

Q. What does the Swansea Water 
Project involve?
A. The project involves creating connect-
ed infrastructure which does two vital 
things:  it upgrades Swansea’s water 
to a potable (drinkable) standard and 
secures the long term sustainable supply 
for the township.

o	 The project includes a new 		
	 400ML dam, which is located 	
	 near the Meredith River (subject 	
	 to statutory approvals), capable 	
	 of storing untreated water from 	
	 either the Swan and Meredith 	
	 Rivers,

o	 A water treatment plant, and

o	 A few kilometres of pipelines to 
	 connect the dam to the plant and 	
	 the existing town reservoir.

Q. What does this mean to the 
Glamorgan Spring Bay Community?
This project will provide numerous 
beneýts for the Glamorgan Spring Bay 
municipality, directly beneýting ap-
proximately 650 Swansea homes and 
businesses as well as visitors to the 
municipality, particularly the 260,000 
interstate and overseas visitors who visit 
one or more places in the Glamorgan 
Spring Bay area annually (*Tasmania 
Visitors Survey July 2007 – July 2008 
courtesy of Tourism Tasmania). 
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A sustainable supply of high quality 
drinking water and removal of the boil 
alert status will enhance the town’s 
proýle and support tourism ventures 
and other economic developments in the 
area.

Q.  What about the environmental 
impact?
A. Hobart Water has an accredited 
Environmental Management System 
(EMS) which establishes best practice 
as a basis for operations.  The develop-
ment proposal places the location of the 
dam near the Meredith River with the 
ability to source water from the Swan 
River.  As much water as possible will be 
sourced from the Meredith, taking into 
account licence conditions and environ-
ment þows.  Sourcing water from both 
rivers will help minimise environmental 
impacts.

Investigations also include an independ-
ent evaluation of the þora and fauna.  
Survey works have been undertaken 
to minimise disturbances to the land, 
ensuring only land that has previously 
been disturbed or which is being used 
for ongoing agricultural purposes, is 
used.  Land disturbed for the construc-
tion of the project will be rehabilitated.
 

Q. Who is managing the project?
A. Hobart Water has dedicated a team to 
deliver the project within the 18 month 
timeframe.  A project steering com-
mittee also ensures the project moves 
progressively forward.  The committee 
comprises the Mayor Bertrand Cadart, 
General Manager David Metcalf, Cr Jan 
Bacon together with senior management 
from Hobart Water including the Chief 
Executive Ofýcer, Dr Christine Mucha.
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Q. How far along is the Development Approval process?
A. All the statutory approval processes have been submitted. This includes the dam 
application and the water license for Meredith River as well as the Aboriginal Heritage 
permit and application for the Meredith River pump station.   Hobart Water is also in 
the ýnal stages of transferring the water license for the Swan River from the Glamor-
gan Spring Bay Council to Hobart Water. 

Q. What will the cost be to the community?
A. All infrastructure projects are ultimately paid for by local communities and generally 
over the life of the infrastructure, which is many,  decades.  In the case of this project, 
there is no immediate impact.  After 1 July 2009, this project and eventual ownership 
of the assets will pass to the new Water and Sewerage Corporation (southern region) 
Pty Ltd.  Decisions about pricing right across the region have yet to be made and will 
be decided by a pricing regulator.  
The price for the Swansea Water Project is comprised of both ýxed and variable com-
ponents.  The ýxed component represents the cost of construction of the assets.  The 
variable components will reþect the power, chemical and employee costs.  This project 
is being largely funded by Hobart Water, which is borrowing the funds from TasCorp, 
the State Government lending arm.  The State Government’s will be subsidising the in-
terest costs of the loan to Hobart Water.  This amounts to a savings of $1.9million.




